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Rs, 4,75,832—an increase of Rs. 18,552 on the expenditure of the previous 


year. J ‘ 

The Printing Department shows a considerably increased outturn for 
the year. Valuing the outturn at rates based on a comparison with those of 
Government and private firms, the result is a profit of Rs, 19,375. The total 

‘charges amounted to Rs, 40,795, In this connection the Lieutenant-Governor 
has observed that such specimens of the work of the Municipal Printing Depart- 
ment as have come before him leaye much to be desired. They contain 
numerous typographical errors and are badly set up and badly printed. The 
present report is an instance in pornt. 

10. Litigation.—The civil suits instituted by or against the Corporation 
during the year were insignificant. It is noticeable, however, that 150 old 
decrees, which had been allowed to become barred by limitation, were 
cancelled, Arrangements are stated to have been made for preventing the 
occurrence of such an unsatisfactory result in future. 

The total num! er of criminal prosecutions instituted by the Corporation 
was 87,521 against 37,544 in the previous year. The greater part of these 
originated with the License Department, and have already been noticed. 

The Chairman draws attention to the results of the prosecutions instituted 
by the Engineer’s Department. In 2,532 convictions, the greater number of 
which were for encroachments, the total amount of fines imposed was Rs, 3,967. 
The Chairman expresses a hope that, especially in cases of building a house 
without submitting a plan, more suitable penalties will be imposed under the 
new Act. This matter formed the subject of unfayourable comment in last 
year’s Resolution, but it yeas that no improvement has taken place, but 
rather the reverse. It will now be necessary to consider whether the power of 
appointing a Municipal Magistrate conferred by section 628 of the new Act 
should not be exercised. . 

The Food Inspection Department instituted 339 cases against 145 in the 
preuions year. Fines amounting to Rs, 2,110 were imposed. The Food 

nspectors also seized and destroyed a large quantity of food and milk unfit 
for human consumption. A noyel feature of their work during the year has 
been the prosecution of shop-keepers for selling cocaine, the use of which, as a 
stimulant, is stated to be increasingly prevalent among all classes. ‘The action 
taken to check it is said to have met with some success, and will be continued 
in the future. ; ‘ 

11. Lducation.—The amount spent by the Corporation during the year on 

i education was Rs. 2,860. ‘The insufficiency of the provision made 
or this object has been the subject of separate correspondence with the 
Corporation, and efforts will be made to provide for a more adequate expendi- 
ture in future. ! 

12, Town and bustee improvements.—The separate chapter, which is devoted 
to this subject in the report, adds little or nothing to the information which 
is given in the chapter relating to finance. It is-remarked that the heavy 
expenditure which is being incurred on drainage and unfiltered water-works has 
lessened the resources of the Corporation to carry out extensive bustee improve- 
ment. The expenditure under this head (Rs. 33,276) is, nevertheless, the largest 
incurred since 1892-93. The total amount spent on town and bustee improve- 
‘ments together is Rs. 84,390 against Rs. 99,626 in the previous year. The 
amount spent on street improvements and met from this grant was Rs. 82,667. 

13. Engineer’s Department.—The mileage of filtered water mains was 
shetty increased during the year, It amounted on 31st March 1900 to 31516 

i The ceo daily consumption also shows a slight decrease from 
the previous year’s figure, being 20,681,822 gallons, against 20,634,393 in 
1898-89. The daily consumption per head was 33-68.gallons in the town area 
and 20-89 gallons in the south addedarea, The gross cost was annus 2°85 per 
thousand gallons, Sat cee 

A great advance was made during the year in increasing the supply of 
unfiltered water. The mileage of unfiltered water mains in the town and 
south added area was 117°49 and 87*55 miles, respectively, against 104-26 and 

36°01 in 1898-99, The amount of water supplied in from 4,778,899 

gallons per day in 1898-99 to 9,687,493 gallons in 1899-1900. This is a 
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very great improvement, and its effect should be still greater when the number 
of honesaaiiauiaen is increased. The Chairman expresses Stanppors sens 
at the result of efforts which have been made in this direction during the 
ear. It is to be hoped that in future they will prove more successful. But 
1f the connexions are to be really beneficial, and not a danger in disguise, 
it is essential that ed should be maintained in efficient order. A recent 
inspection by the Health Officer of a number of students’ lodging-houses showed 
that in 20 cases out of 24 examined, the flushing arrangements of connected 
privies were out of order. If anything like this proportion obtains throughout 
the town, the risk to the public health is most serious. Under Chapter XXI 
ond Schedule XVI of the new Act, the Chairman has ample powers to inspect 
and enforce the repair of defective privies, and he should look to it that these 
are rigorously exercised. : 
arious reconstructions and improvements were made in the sewerage 
fystem, which now has a length of 200°68 miles, Ney 
14, Health of the town.—There is a curious difference of opinion between 
experts on the elementary point whether the general health of Calcutta was 
or was not good during the year. In ‘the body of the report the year is 
stated to have been a specially unhealthy one, and with this view the Inspector- 
General of Civil Hospitals, who has submitted a separate note to Government 
on the subject, agrees. In the report of the Health Officer on the other hand, it 
is stated that the heaith of the town was, except for plague, comparatively good, 
The total number of deaths recorded was 25,823 against a decennial aver 
of 22,058. The deaths registered as due to plague were 2,832 5 and in 
addition to these, there were a number of suspicious deaths in which the 
evidence was not quite sufficient to establish the cause of death to have been 
ogre: ‘The mortality under the special causes of cholera, diurrhea and 
ysentery, small-pox, and fevers was 1,852 less than the a rage of the 
previous ten years, “Phe reduction under “fever” was 1,016, and it is believed 
that this is mainly fictitious, deaths really due to this disease having been 
ascribed to ‘other causes” (where the increase was 3,306) in consequence 
of the plague scare’, If allowance be made for the natural increase of 
population during that period, it would seem that the conclusion of the Health 
Ofticer should be accepted; and it is evident, as the Chairman remarks, that 
the figures returned for plague represent with a near approach to accuracy. the 
actual mortality from that cause. The birth-rate rose from 13°9 in 1898, 
when, owing to a large exodus of females from the town, it was exceptionally 
low, to 16'1 in 1899.’ This figure is still below the average, The birth-rate 
was highest among Christians and lowest among Mutammadans. The 
mortality among infants under one year of age was in inverse ratio to 
the birth-rate according to class. Among Muhammadans it was 504-3, 
tmong Hindus 334-7, ‘and among Christians 174-4, the average for ‘all 
classes being 866'8, The sanie fact was noted in last year’s report. The 
Health Officer conjectures that there may be some ‘connection between’ the 
marriage customs of the various classes hd the infantile mortality among them, 
The fever mortality was 7,173 against a decennial average of 8,189. Under 
this head the Health Officer gives a dotailed account of the’ preliminary. 
investigations which'he has made into the localities infested by the an 8 
mosquito and the connection between that insect and malarious fever. t was 
found that the anopheles could be ickly killed by kerosine when found in — 
pools, but that even so, it re-appeured in a week, and that efforts to exterminate 
it in tanks resulted in failtire, "The want of accurate data of the local 
dis'ribution of the population and ‘onsequently of the ratte of fever mortality 
in the different areas of the town prevented any connection being established 
between malaria and mosquitos. |’ Helge a raha experiment have 
therefore been nil; and thé only conelusion which is drawn from them by the 


Health Officer is that “it does not appear robable that any ter Hissrguace eee 
can be made on the prevalence of suidzial Lovaas Caleutta ‘an expendi- 

ture of Rs. 30 a month ‘including the pay of establishment,”—a conclusion’ _ 
Which is in no danger of being eontroverted. Dr. Nield ‘Cook does not — 
commit himself to an opinion as to whether a larger expenditure on an experi- — 
tent condueted on these lines would be justified; and it is not ‘stated piri rae ¥ 





it is ewe to continue the experiment. In this connexion it may be 
remarked that Captain Leonard Rogers, 1.éM.s., who recently conducted inyesti- 
gations in neighbouring urban areas, found nothing to show that the mosqnito 
is the sole, or even the chief, cause of malarious fever. 

“The mortality from cholera was 990 against an average of 2,051 in the 
previous five years. The cases were isolated ones, and there was no serious 
outbieak es the year, There were only 64 cases of small-pox in the 


town during the year, but the pricey from dysentery and diarrhcea was 
above the average. The death-rate in the suburban and canal area eld is 
again extremcly high compared to that im urban Caleutta (35:1), A special 
report on the subject was usked for by Government in the review of last year’s 
report, but has not yet been received. : 

15. Vazeination—The number of persons vaccinated during the year 
was 16,011 against 13,255 in 1898. The percentage of successful operations, 
calculated on ascertained results, was 96°61 of primary vaccinations and 35°46 
of revaccinations, Of the latter, a large number of results were unascertained, 

An outbreak of rinderpest in the animal vaccination depdt caused the 
supply of vaccine to run short, and a supply of Janoline paste obtained 
from the Darjevling depdt failed to give good results. The Vaccination Depart- 
ment is at present undergoing a process of reorganisation, and partial effect 
has already been given to the recommendations of the Health Officer. 

16, Conservancy.—The portion. of the Health Officer’s report which deals 
with the conservancy of the town is of consideruble interest to the rate-payers 
and the general public. In commenting on it, the Chairman remarks that it 
is the fashion to say that the conservancy of Calcutta is unsatisfactory, but 
offers no opinion as to how far this fashion is justified by facts, The Health 
Officer, while candidly admitting that the Health Department has not been 
able to keep the streets of Calcutta in a condition which can be regarded as 
satisfactory from a sanitary point of view, maintains that failure has been due, 
not to any shortcomings on the part of the Department, but to the magnitude 
of the difficulties with which it has to contend, Dr. Nield Cook points 
out that the structural defects of the city, the habits of the people with regard 
to the disposal of refuse, and the very large quantity of refuse to be disposed 
of, as compared with a European town, are practically insuperable obstacles 
to arriving at ideal conservancy arrangements. That these difficulties are real 
may be allowed. They are not insuperable. Nor can the Lieutenant-Governor 
in any way endorse the Health Officer’s contention that inefficient conservancy 
isa matter which depends more on the state of the labour market and the 
available supply and strength of draught animals than on “supervision and 
the punishment of subordinates when anything goes wrong,” Constant super- 
vision, honestly enforced, will do more good with a small staff than an army of 
coolies, carts and cattle working without systematic control. The Health 
Officer affirms that the only chance of making any material improvement 
in the state of the streets is to have gomething like ® continuous service 
with relays of men and animals; and the more mentty the service approaches 
this standard, the more complete the conservancy will obviously be. An after- 
noon service was attempted during the year under report, but neither carters 
nor cattle could be procured in sufficient number, and the strain on stock and 
staff was so severe that the experiment was perforce abandoned. The 
question of making a substantial improvement in the conservancy resolves 
itself in truth into one of ways and means. The present report and the 
discussions in the press to which it refers, have, at all events, served the 
purpose of bringing it peomanasiele oa the notice of the Commissioners. It is 
disastrous that the Conservanc partment should be starved for want of 
funds: and it is to be hoped that an improvement in the collection of the 
revenue will enable the Commissioners to make a more liberal provision for it 
= py tne Agia worked under special difficulties paring the year. 
Labour was, owing to the prevalence of plague, very difficult to obtain, and the 
mortality among dranght animals from glanders and rinderpest was heavy. In 
spite of this, the amount of refuse removed from the town was the largest ever 
recorded, being no less than 357,000 tons. Even this large total would no 
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doubt, in the absence of these difficulties, have been considerably exceeded, 
and manifest though the deficiencies of the conservancy are, the Lieutenapt- 
Governor is glad to be able from his own observations to concur in the 
statement of the Chairman as to tie improvement in the work of the rein 
ment during a particularly trying year, He looks to the Chairman aud the 
Commissioners to ensure muc! ter progress in this matter. _ 

Particular stress is laid by the Health Officer on the necessity in the interests 
of both economy and efficiency of improving the stable accommodation for the 
ponies and cattle, Steps have been taken by the Commissioners to give effect 
to his recommendations. \ 

17. Plague.—The administration of preventive measures against plague 
is in the hands of the Chairman, not of the Corporation, and is therefore 
not dealt with, except incidentally, in the report. The Chairman notes briefly 
on the subject in the preliminary chapter to the report. The Army Sanitary 
Commissioners have recently suggested that plague should, in the Annual Report, 
not be dissociated from other diseases, ‘The Health Officer goes further, 
and suggests that the administration also should be united. The latter 
suggestion is not practicable; for the reason that the Health Officer’s ordina 
duties, especially in connection with conservancy, are sufficient to occupy his 
whole time, In future, however, a report by the Special Health Officer for © 

lague should accompany the Annual Report, and will be reviewed with it. 

t is sufficient, for the purposes of the present review, to remark that the epidemic, 
though more severe in incidence than that of the previous year, had a much less 
pronounced effect on the general administration of the Corporation. The 
disease declined rapidly in virulence from April to July, continued during 
the next six months in a sporadic form, and increased again idly from 
the end of January 1900, reaching its highest point in the third weék in March. 
The history of e in Calcutta and of the measures taken to cope with it 
will be separately treated. 

18. The Lieutenant-Governor desires to express his appreciation of the 
manner in which Mr. Bright discharged the duties of Chairman during a year 
beset by peculiar difficulties, and in which more, perhaps, devolved upon the 
Chairman than in any other in the annals of the Corporation. It has fallen to 
his lot to usher in the new vonstitution, and to guide the Corporation during 
the first months of its operation. The Lieutenant-Governor hoped that 
his services would have been available to Caleutta for several years to come, 
and it is a matter of great regret that his health should have failed under the 
strain, and that he should have been compelled to relinquish his onerous and 
co ae” 9 ei He leaves behind him a record of signal energy, industry 
and zeal ; of difficulties surmounted and reforms undertaken; and the knowledge 


that his unsparing labours have done much to smooth the path of his 
successor. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
E. N. BAKER, 
Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal, 
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DONATIONS AND ENDO iTS MADE BY PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS 
ind FOR PUBLIO PUR’ AND WORKS OF PUBLIO 
UTILITY DURING THE YEAR 1899. 


MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT—MUNICIPAL. 
Darjeeling, the 2hth September 1900. 
RESOLUTION—No. 2975M. 


In the month of November 1 a Resolution was published in the 
Calcutta Gazette showing the names of the gentlemen who during the year 1898 
had made pitt at money or land for public purposes or for works of public 
utility, . ‘Ihe Lieutenant-Goyernor has now much sure in publishing for 
—— information a statement showing by divisions and districts the gifts 
at were contributed during the year 1899. The sums contributed are stated 
against each gentleman’s name, and the Lieutenant-Governor is glad to avail 
himself of this opportunity of thanking them one and all for their liberality 
and es spirit. 
. The following are the chief donations which deserve special notice :— 
Babu Kanai Lal Bogla, of Calcutta, contributed Rs. 25,000 for the improvement 
of the accommodation at Puri for pilgrims visiting the shrine of Jaggernath, 
A sum of Rs, 16,735 was given by the Executive Committee of the 
National Leprosy Fund in England for the benefit of the Albert Victor Asylum 
for Lepers at Calcutta, Rai Ganga Prosad Bahadur spent Rs, 31,281 on the 
construction of a hospital and_ dis ensary at Laheriaserai with equipments, for 
which he had originally offe: in 1895 a sum of Rs. 12,000. Babu Tran 
Nath Banerjee made a donation of Rs. 12,000 for a masonry building for the 
High Hague School at Panihati. 

8, The Lieutenant-Governor has much pleasure in noticing also the con- 
tribution of Rs, 9,200 made by Rai Ram Akhoy Chatterjee Bahadur for excava- 
tion of tanks in the district of Burdwan; the donation of Rs. 4,000 made by 
Srimati Kadambini Debi for the of the poor Hindu boys attending the 
Birbhum Government School and the Suri Middle English School ; the dispen- 
aut hospital presented by Babu Bolye Chand Datta to Madhupur; the gift 
of Rs, 4,000 made by Babu Ram Rup Datta for a new road with culverts from 
Tean to Baidyapur and thence to Talib ur; that of Rai Jogendra Narain Roy, 
“who presented to the. public a plot of land in the district of Murshidabad 
with a building and a tank on it, together with a sum of Rs. 8,000 in Govern- 
ment securities for their u hoon 7 snialeo the liberality of Rai Hari Churn 
Chowdhry, who gaye Rs. 5,000 for the maintenance of poor indoor patients 
in the Khulna Dispensary. 
4. The acknowledgments of Government are also due to the following :— 
Raja Promoda Nath Rai, who gave Rs. 4,000 for a tank within the jurisdic- 
tion of the police-station of Nator; Rai Gopi Krishna, of Patna City, who 
contributed Rs. 9,000 for a dharamsala at the Bankipore Railway Station ; 
Babu Radha Nath Bagchi, who gave Rs. 5,000 for a tank at Santipur ; 
- Babus Saukhi Lal Sahu and Bishun Pergash Narain Singh, who made over 
Rs. 4,000 and Rs. 5,000, respectively, for tanks; the Raja of Kunika, who gaye 
Rs. 6,233 for the constrnction of roads and excavation of tanks ; Babu Gopal 
Mahton, who contributed Rs. 5,000 for a tank in the district of Hazaribagh;. 
nd to the Assam Tea Association, who presented the sum of Rs, 5,000 for 
purpose of endowing a ward for indigent planters in the Presidency 

General Hospital. : 

5. The Lieutenant-Governor is pecially piece to observe that in the 
district of Faridpur 16 tanks have been excaya' by the gentlemen named in 
the list. This district is in particular need of an improved water-supply, and 
His Honour h that the good example thus set will be widely followed. It 
would be well if the 8 now constructed were reserved for drinking 
BPET OREM, 
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For the week ending the 2jth September 1900. 


Burdwan.—Rainfall at Sadar 11:18, Katwa 13:01, Roniganj 889, Weather rainy. 
The heavy rainfall during the week did considerable good to-aman addy. Condition of 
sugarcane fair. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice selling as follows :— 


j ; 45 Srs. 
» Katwa ' on we ae perrupee, . # 
Raniganj s ne pes at 12} 
Kalna report not received. i 


Birbhum.—Rainfall at Sadar 13:26, Rampur Hat 12°81. Weather rainy and stormy. 
Excessive rain damaged sugarcane. Price of common rice at Sadar 12 soers and Rampur 
Hat 13 seers per rupee. Fodder sufficient. 


Bankura.—Rainfall at Sadar 10°55. Weather cloudy and rainy. The excessive 
rainfall of the week has done injury to early rico, diri, and sugarcane. Fodder sufficient. 
No cattle-disease reported. Price of common rice at Bankura 12 seers per rupee. 


Midna‘ re.—Rainfall at Sadar 6:95, Oontai 15°86, Tamluk 14°12. Weather rainy 
at Sadar and cyclonic at Oontai and Tamluk. Transplantation and weeding of aman paddy 
are going on in some places at Sadar. Crops have been damaged in some places at 
Tamluk and Contai owing to heavy showers, Portions of Doro and Contai submerged. 
Prospect of sugarcane favourable. No. cattle-disease, Fodder and water sufficient. 
Common rice sells as follows :— 


. Srs. 
Sadar es ves 10 to 124 
Contai Me naib fe ei 18 per rupee, 


Tamluk : tee 
Ghatal report not received. 


q Hoo hly.—Rainfall at Sadar 21:82, Serampore 87:43, Arambagh report not received. 
The work of cultivation has been stopped in all places.. Considerable damage to the 
“standing crops is apprehended, Common rico sells at 10} seers por rupee, 


- Howrah.—Rainfall at Sadar 29°68, Ulubaria 18°59. Sky overcast. Heavy showers 
since Tuesday (18th), Damage to paddy crop sperenemea in places which have been 
overflooded. Outting of jute noarly finished. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice 
sells at 10} seers per rupee. 


_ 24-Parganas.—Rainfall at Sadar 34°53, Barasat 29°53, Basirhat 32°86, Diamond 
Harbour 34:18. Weather cloudy with abnormal rainfall without cessation. Tho jute cro 
~ has been immersed in water; the aus paddy still in the fields has mostly been submerged ant 
swept away, and the aman paddy has been submerged and swept away in somo places. 
The prospect is gloomy, but no definite estimate of the damage done can yet bo given. In 
consequence of the heavy rainfall agricultural ions have been totally stopped everywhere 
except in the Diamond Harbour subdivision, w steeping of jute and harvesting of aus 
still continue. Rivers are full. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice sells ag 
follows:— 


: Srs, 
Sadar { oe * eee wee 13 
Barasat eke sad be 12 ‘ 
Basirhat a ss BSCS 7 5 sob ap 
Diamond Harbour ose 1 ee 113 


Nadia,—Rainfall at Sadar 23°33, Mehorpur 1257, Chuadadga 11-13, Ranaghat 21°85. 
Weather cloudy with heavy showers and high wind. Harvesting of aus completed. Steep- 


: f jute continues. The rain has been excessive in Ranaghat and parts ar, whero it 
ee lion more harm than good to the standing crops. Cattle-pox reported from M ar. 


Fodder and water sufficient. Price of common rice stationary. 





Murshidabad.—Rainfall at Sadar 15:74, Lalbagh 12:68, Weather. rainy and 
clonic, Harvesting of aus on, Pros of sugarcane and jute favourable. The 
per toe fot een Slsarags to some extent. Fodder and water 


sufficient. Oattle-disease reported from thanas Nawada and Nabagram. Common rice sells 
as follows :— 5 


3 §rs. 
Sadar in ss i 124 


Lalbagh \ ee saa ed 13 H ey He 
Reports from Kandi aiid Jangipur not received. 


ag ae at —— ohh Weather a with heavy rain ue a 
wind. Harvesting of aus paddy and jute going on. ivers are rising. Prospect o: 
aman not good. Fodder and water ieteat. Cnaetan rico sells at Sadar 13 seers per 
rupés. No reports received from Jhenida, Magura, Narail, and Bongong subdivisions. 


Khulna.—Rainfall at Sadar 17°89, Bagerhat 81:30, Satkhira report not received. 
Weather boisterous and rainy. Transplantation of aman still continues. ‘The heavy rain is 
reported to have done good to the aman crop in some parts of the district, but in others some 
damage is apprehended owing to the strong east winds. Fodder and water sufficient. 
Oommon rice sells as follows :— 

8rs. 
Sadar te “40 oe =—s«s4833 
Bagerhat ues Pet re | per rupee. 
Rajshahi.—Rainfall at Sadar 6°43, Nator 5°21, Naugaon 1:94. Weather cloudy: 


Prospects of crops hee No vattle-diseaso reported, Fodder and water sufficient. Oom- 
mon rice selling at 15$ seers per rupee. 


Di .—Average rainfall “99. Weather cloudy. More rain wanted in south of 
district. Prospect of aman moderate. Cattle-disease ‘reported from some thanas. Rice 
selling at Sadar 15 seers and at Thakurgaon 13 seers per rupee. 


Jalpaiguri—Rainfall at Sadar ‘88. Weather seasonable. Harvesting of bhadot 
paddy and transplantation of Aaimanti paddy nearly finished. Steeping of jute going on. 
Common rice sells at 14 seers per rupee. Fodder and water sufficient, 


jecling.—Rainfall at Darjeeling 1:51, Kurseong 0°74, Siliguri 0-72,' Kalimpong 
0°68, eather seasonable. Hills—Bhutta, bhadoi paddy, and potatoes being harvested ; 
haimanti paddy progressing. Zvrai—Harvosting of bradoi and jute and transplanting of 
haimanti paddy nearly finished. Ooarse rice sells as follows :— 


Srs, 
Hills wea a see 9 
Terai 35 ad ie 15 } RET TIDES 
Bhutia sells at Darjeeling 22 seers and at Kalimpong 82 seers per rupee. 


Rangpur.—Rainfall at Sadar 0°47, Gaibanda 087, Kurigram niJ, Nilphamari 0-20, 
Weather cloudy and hot. Moro rain wanted, Steeping of jute and lantation of 


going on, attle-disoaso prevails in Nilphamari. ater and fodder Com- 
psreaph je oy M co wt ze yen 


‘ 8rs. 
a E + we fins i 
1 ar oe wee rr 
Gaibends sis a as 10 ee 
Kurigram on oo see 12 
Bogra.—Average rainfall 2-25, Harvesting of jute and lantation of aman 
neealy denial pi. alm still wanted in places, Fodder and sufficient. Oom- 


mon rice selling at 14 seers per rupee. 


. Pabna,— Rainfall Sadar 6-44, Si j 3°64. Weather rainy and stormy. 
Prospesta of orope good. ‘ain hea dove tmech ood to enon puts Dinan aiaaiaagl. 7 


Dacca.—Rainfall at Sadar 4-20, 4-64, Munshiganj 521, Narainganj 2°86. 
| Weather rainy. Prospects of crops good. Ne elise nsecsss Sealer eroastan Sokanee 








—Rainfall at Sadar 0°81, Jamalpur 0°35, Kishoreganj 2°56, Netrokona 1:49, 

0°69, “Weather cloudy. Prospects of ea ago except in Jamalpur, where more 

rain is needed. Harvesting of jute continues. der and water sufficient. Condition 
of cattle good. Common nice selling as follows :— 


; Srs, 
Netrokona 5d ie a oa 124 >per rupee. 
: Kishoreganj sed eee ere aD = 
Jamalpur ra eee 9 


Faridpur.—Rainfall ‘at Sadar 9:94, Goalundo 8°31, Madaripur 11°85. Weathor oyclonic 
and violent rain still. Prospects of crops more favourable. Common rice sells at 123 seors 
per rupee, } 


Radienieange- teeta at Sadar 2:18, Weather seasonable. Prospects of crops good. 
Common rice seils at 18 seers (aman) and 14} seers (aus) per rupee. 


Tippera.—Rainfall at Sadar 1-95, Brahmanbaria 1-99, Ohandpur 8:42. Prospects 
of crops,good. Average price of common rice 13 seers per rupee. 


Noakhali,—Rainfall at Sadar 8:42, Feni 3°32. Harvesting of aus completed. Trans- 
plantation of aman still continues. Recent rain has done good to the crops. No cattle- 
disease, Fodder and water sufficient. Price of rice stationary. 


Chittagong.—Raivfall at Sadar 8:05, Oox’s Bazar 11:31. Rain still wanted for 
transplantation. Water and fodder sufficient. Oattle-disoaso still continues in Chakaria 
and Ramu. Common rice 12 seers per rupee. . 


Patna.—Transplanted ae much benefited by recent rain. Harvesting of marua and 
makai nearly finished. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice at Patna sells at 14 seers 
per rupee. , 


Gaya.—Raivfall at Gaya 8°75, Jahanabad 2°03, Aurangabad 3°38, Nawada 505 
Transplantation of paddy oompleted. adi lands being prepared. Common rice selling 
at 12 seers per rupee. 


Shahabad.—Rainfall at Sadar 1:02, Buxar 0°61, Bhabua 3°50, Sasaram 4°36, Debri 
8:34. More rain wanted in Buxar. Bhadoi harvesting continues. Standing crops good. 
Fodder and water sufficient. Rice at Sadar 114 seers per rupee. 


Saran.—Report not received. 


Champaran.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘89, Bettiah -74. Wedther hot with high wind and 
light showers at times. Bhadoi — harvested. Transplantation of paddy nearly over. 
e 


Ploughing for rali beginning. Fodder and water sufficient. Prices of common rice and 
maize at Sadar are 11 and 21 seers per rupee respectively. 


nr.——Rainfall at Sadar ‘75, Hajipur 66, Sitamarhi*16. Bhadoi orops doing 
well, More rain still wanted. Prices are—Oommon rice 13 seers, wheat 12 seers, barley 
16 seers, maizo 22 seers, gram 14 seers, arhar 15 seers, and marua 22} soors per rupee. 


pace frre at Sadar 0°30, Samastipur 0-26, Madhubani 1-0. Paddy doin 
well, Harvesting of bhadoi continues. Fodder and water sufficient. Cattle-disease repo’ 
from Khajauli and Madhipore thanas. Common rice sells as follows:— ‘ 


Srs. 
Sadar eo ee « 14} 
Samastipur eee tet vos Ae per rupee. 
Madhubani sea ae wo» 14} 


Monghyr.—Rainfall at Monghyr 1:51, Begusarai 0°53, Jamui 2°56. Weather cloudy 
and rainy with strong easterly wind. Standing crops doing well. Sowing of chillies and 
sweet potatoes going on. Recent rain has been beneficial to orops in the Jamui subdivision. 


More rain still wanted for paddy. Ka/ai being sown in places. , crops being harvested 
in the Begusarai pebdieiiees .. 


2 a Se pate ye Sana Sadar 0°79, Banka 3:72, Madhipura 0°30, Sqpenl 0:05, 
er hadoi 


are being harvested. Winter rice presents cots. 
_ Oattle-disease in parts of Supaul. Pricos stationary. Fodder and water eae = 











i ere) 


Purnea.—Rainfall at Sadar 1:23, ganj 0°07, Araria 0°02, ph ent 
easterly wind. Harvesting of b/adoi and steeping of jute continue. Tra 
aghani paddy nearly finished. bb fe: favourable. No ocattle-disease, Fodder and 
sufficient. mmon rice sells as v5: — : . 









* 


Srs. 
Sadar oa tee oe eae ee ; "i 
Kishanganj - +34 ie waa 0S per rupee. 


Malda.—Rainfall at Sadar 2:18, Shibganj 353, Gajole 1:17. Weather stormy and 
cloudy with occasional rain. Transplantation of winter rice completed. Harvesting of 
bhadoi paddy not yet finished in all the places. No cattle-diseaso, Modder and water suffi- 
cient. Price of common rice 14 seers per rupec. 


Sonthal Parganas.—Averago rainfall 5°62. Weather stormy and cloudy. Maize 
harvesting almost finished. Standing crops doing very well. Fodder sufficient. Average 
price of rice 12 seers 14 chitaks and of ma‘zs 30 seers per rupee. 


Cattack —Report not received. * 


Balasore.—Report not received. 
Puri.—Report not received. 


Angul.—Rainfall at Angul 6°39, Chhindipada (up to 18h} 490. Weather cloudy, 
raining at intervals. Sowing of dirhi, magi ti/, aud kulthi going on. Weeding of winter 
paddy and harvesting of mandia and autumn paddy in progress. A break in the rain is now 
needed. Condition of people good. Field labour available, Common rice selling from 8 to 
15 seers per rupee. . 3 


Hazaribagh.—Weather cloudy. Rainfall at Sader 5:98, Giridi 6:7. Harvesting of 
thadot going on. Prospect of paddy good. Fodder and water sufficient, Common rice sells 
at Sadar 13 seers and Giridi 12 seers per rupee, 

° 


Ranchi.—Rainfall 11:26. Weather rainy and stormy. Harvesting of gora paddy, 
urid, and darai retarded by heavy and continuous rain, Average price of common rice 
9} seers per rupee. No cattle-disease reported. Fodder and water sulficient, 


Palamau.—Rainfall 2:88. | Weather soasonable. _ Harvesting of hadoi still going on. 
Standing crops doing woll. Prices at Sadar are—Rioo 9 seers 9 chitaks, makai 27 seers, 
gram 10 seers 11 chitaks, and sawan rice 16 seers 14 chitaks per rupee. F yen 


Manbhum.—Rainfall at Sadar 10:26, reg, 8:57. Weather cyclonic. Prospacts 
of crops good. Oattle-disease reported from thana Gourangdi. Fodder‘and water sufficient. 
Average price of common rice at Sadar 10 seers 14 chitaks and at Gobindpur 10 seers per 
rupee. Supply sufficient. : : x 


Singhbhum.—Report not received. 


General Summary.—There was heavy rain in South-Wost Bengal, Urissa, and Chota 
‘Nagpur. In Hast Bengal the rain was moderate, while in North Bengal and some parts of 
Bihar only light showers were received. ‘The rain was exceptionally heavy in the Prosidency 
and Burdwan Divisions, where damago to the crops is apprehended. In the 24-Parganas it 
is reported that the crops have been submerged and swept away in some places. ain is still 
required for the winter rice crop in Dinajpur, Rangpur, Bogra, Mymonsingh, Chittagong, . 
Muzaffarpur, and Monghyr. The harvesting of the autumn crops is still going on. In Bihar 
the ploughing for the spring crops is beginning. attle-diseaso continues in a few districts. 
Fodder is generally sufficient, No important change in the price of rice is reported. 


: By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
Ae ae . _F. A. SLACKE, 
Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal, 
Revenue DerarrMenr, : Ra 
The 25th September, 1900, : : 


PRICES-CURRENT (RETAIL) OF FOOD-GRAINS AND SALT 
In THE 


UEAD-QUARTERS STATION BAZARS OF THE DISTRICTS OF BENGAL 
DURING THE FORTNIGHT ENDING THE 167u SEPTEMBER 1900, 





PRICES-CURRENT (retail) of Foodgraing ae Salt in the Head. 


QUANTITIES PER RUPEE n 
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* rupee are :—Jhenida 10} soors ; Magura 9} seers ; Narail 10 doors ; 
aro :—~Bagirh&t 9 soors ; Satkhira 11 


Per rupee are 


tGoalundo 10 seers 
i~Pirojpur § seors ; 
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Published for general information. 
: : F, A, SLAOKE, 
# >, Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal, 
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Vital Statistics of Towne in Bengal with a population of 20,000 and over during the month of July 1900. 
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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL, IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT. 


Approwimate return of traffic on the Circular and Eastern Oanails for the week ening 
Saturday, the 22nd September 1900, as compared with the corresponding week of the previous year 
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Abstract of Principal Commodities carried during the month of April 1900 as compared with the 
corresponding period of the previous year. 
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ARTICLES. ates. | ye — Increase. | Decrease, 
7 Down. Up. * 


L.—Apparel, includmg drapery, haber- 12 4 cause” eaten w ak, 16 
dashery, millinery, uniforms, ac- 
coutrements, boots and shoes, 


T].—Coa! and coke carried for the public 18,417 65,189 18,601 46,901 78,600 65,652 12,954 
‘and foreign railways. 
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ITI,—Cotton— 
et ee 1,280 316 722 1,452 sone 
s aera siti gam, Buropeca 12 %6 18 ; 7 Be a 
(t) Ditto, > Indian .. 208 3 108 418 a tig | 8 
(c) Piece-goods, European ... 125 us 137 100 20 237 8 
({d) ‘Ditto, Indian. a2 172 39 126 6 165 40 
(e) Others OE eS 2 1 once eee 8 sso 8 
IV.—Chemicals excepting salipetre —... 8 doers eaeeee ‘ iat Ma pert 
V.—Drugs— 
1 Intoslesticg, other than 6 8 5 8 9 8 1 conse 
jum, 
2. Wonintoriating— 
(a) Medict) preparations 1 2 ne Povey 8 8 ridien’ 
(b) Others a, vee 20 6 Ty 4 a er 2 enn 60 
—) and Tans— 
mm ne Al (morinda citrifolin) seen om pay aad onal 
2. Alizarine and anilin 1 8 nl 2 one aad 1 
8. Outeh 9 5 7 8 “ 1 4 
© Byeibolans 3,598 300 H 4 4 i 
he LJ oo ” ” 
‘ Panning bats eae ore Perey ued ie Pir 
le ‘arm oe ” ” 
8, Others — oe nee wwe 0 ff " . 4 4 a al 
VI1.—Fodder— 
2, Otloake on este a 40 w oy 50 
2, Hay, strawand grass... a 800 22 mn seen a) aie 
VIIL.—Fruits and vogetables, fresh... ... 298 18 ese be, 816 816 vate 
1X-Grein and Heres , a0 ’ 
. ram an lee 
2. Jowar and taire 56 aH rage a 7,140 8,388 ate} 
8. Rico in the husk 6,001 189 6 s 4 8 1 e088 
iw © 84,546 4118 10,325 2 26,070 
S Wihend sd Sate ens 415 b 98.468 12,398 
Be. HOMES Vas | cease es o Binal 2 aS beetad "S40 
Te Otbers un ae tee tee 1,652 68 7 7; ne 1,620 “oy 1,006 
X.—Hides ond skins— 
1, Hides of cattle— 
iy Preened ortanned =... ge “ 
we - a oo ne sen ee cas seeeee 
2, Skins of sheep and other = 408 eee 
animals— 
(a) Drossed or tanned... ovens eae L 
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KL—Horms asst tee 4 9 6 1 18 Pt he 8 
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sxrlading jute. = 1400 ees 140 gf aad | sen 
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1 we cbesttana ‘iow. 8 4 4 os ” ‘ 3 * 
2, Gunny-bagsand cloth... — .. m2 510 939 ios 3,003 ae a oo 
XIV.—Lac oo a a Td 316 1,207 4 280 1,522 Bab 1,178 oss 
XV Leste Ki . 
Le nwroug! “ ~ ~ 
2, Wrought excepting boots and ; + | ee iy H UW | mem 9 
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‘Tons. 
XIX.—Oilseeds— 
1, -Castor nut 68 
2. EBarthnuts.., lw ee 
. ma and he ee a4 
Si ted 
9,-Others oss, aS 25 
ete ef ee 8 
XXI.—Paper and pasteboard .. ww 22 
XXI1.—Provisions— 
1. Dried fruits and nuts ... 400 
2. Ghee 0k “eae Papas aE 28 
XXIIL Railway ph plant ng-stook ad 
carried for the pant, tounge 
a engines and 1 
2 erand vane trucks = 
» See ees 
(2) tool rails and fish 5 
0) 8 and k me 
Oemtadeake 
(0) Others*~ owe ow 2,106 
XXIV.—Salt Pn ha ee 1,208 
XXV—Baltpsire and other saline sub- 
eee Beltpetee 6 
£ Orhuesaline subsiances” 7 80 
XXVI.—Silk— 
1, Raw— e 
Foreign wom oo pane 
er a 65 
Whiten ae Spel ee 
REVO plone 
Borol-nuts we ae oe ee 122 
Cardemoms eae ee 3 
a Gilles ess et ae 20 
4 Ginger eee teat tee . 
foe a seh) Ss 
* XXVIIL—Stone and lime, 4 ue owe no 
XXIX—Saqes— 
a aes 115 
susarcandy. 
Ypretined— 
by Sugar on oe fenens 
%) Gur, rab, Molasses, ing- Ou 
‘Buc. 
XXX—Te— 
o tele oe niivee teal 
XXXI.—Tobacco— 
. 1, Unmannfactured.., so 78 
2. Manufactured— 
a) Cigars rr 1 
& sorts oe awe 16 
XXXII.—Wood— 
. Timber, ht mee 1,808 
$; Mantissiared "ye Sette "2S 
XXXILL,—Wool— 
{8} Sbeteoas ieropsan . } 
1 tee Indian... 1 
« sorts of manufac. sevens 
tures, 
XXXIV,—All other articles of merchandise 
1, Firewood ss ose ome owe 312 
2 Bamboos ww o~ 1,160 
8. Moha on oe ” 445 
4 Others, oe om 730 
Calcutta, the 12th September 1900, 








s 2. fies ? 


~ 88s . « S2.2.~ : i 


in 
8 

sateen oeeen 
1 n 
7,222 2,078 
2,108 1,750 
2 5 
a 43 








1,469 


1 
1 
1 
1 





Actg. Auditor, 


n 


10,268 
6,382 


6s 


8,277 


wee 


sete 





senses 


eee 
aneeee 


sees 


185 


seen 
cer) 





A. Grant, 


es 





ete 


38 


ete 








B.-N. Railway. 





Weekly Return of Traffic Receipts on Indian Railways. 





BENGAL CENTRAL RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. 
Approximate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 8th September 1900 on 139 miles open. 



















































































Approximate Return of Traffic for week ending 15th September 1900 on 18 miles open. 


eo eS ——————————————————EE—————————————————— 


———————SSeSSSS 
Manomann’ M nat | ’ 
OoacnxG TRAPFIC, ed apo = TRAPVIC TRAIN-MILHS Rus, 
Other earnings.) Total earnings, 3 
N Coachi Ww 
rates | some | saat emie| Mt | 
a ; | Re, A.B Mos, +. Re, a. P. 
‘Total traffic tor the week =. 33,781 12,302 0 0 1,72,195 0) 20,828 0 0 
Or per mile of way ‘260 195 0 0). 1,280 0 160 0 
Yor gyeviows Peal sof tai 
year* ow 208,020 | 112,142 0 0 | '10,86,682 0 | 1,06,302 0 0 
Total for 10 weeks — 982,710 | 1,264,446 © O|  19,08,877 0 | 1,26,084 0 0 
ComPantson, 
motel for corresponding week 
of previous year 87,298 11,922 0 0 1,380,565 0 15,868 0 0 
Por mile of railway correspand- 
ng Week of previous your ae 287 m0 0 939 0 140 0 
to corresponding date 
of previous year me oe 333,084 | 1,291,827 0 0 6,95,237 0} 73,0509 0 0 
— + eee up to week ending 2ist July 1900, 
© caleulated on 130 miles only, 
BENGAL AND NORTH-WESTERN RAILWAY, i 
Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ending 15th September 1900 on 1,118, miles open. | 
OoacuIne TRapric. MapomenD itd am Drama Other carnings Ane TRAvPIO TRAIN-MILES RUS, 
ret cn pls cas ccsate, Gim Whadawe 1 pnt ceed xl \incloting ag | ee ee 
Reber | aueoom | Saat | emow, | ame, Coaching. | Meqebe®™ | tox, 
Re. Mops. Re. Rs. Rs, | 
1 Teale ee ioe the were 155,800 (a) 49,930 2,20,510 (6) 23,180 ()7,070 (6)80,180 91,17 523 ] 
Or per mileci railway" “247 4h06 107% 20°74 "esa vim |) eae | oles as | 
For previous 10 weeks of baif- ce Ue 
yemr (4) we a owas | 2689485 | 841,026 40,42,758 4,84,809 1,185,284 11,41,117 396,740 250,722 | 603,40 
Total for 11 weeks ~ 4. | 1,579,256 | 5,090,084 51,63,208 5,07,980 1,292,354 12,21,207 337,857 | 277245 | oinle 
ee ee | eee ee —| _—————e [_———$|___, 
ComPaRreon, * | 
Total tor correspondi ‘ook of j 
sprevion year ‘on 1,086 tiles ‘open. 125,184 43,309 6,31,092 63,102 14192 1,20,753 
‘er mile of railway correspoud- 
tng Wook Of previous year 15°38 89°07 581°65 58°24 13°08 11129 
Total to corresponding date of 
previous year wm. =» =. | 1,059,478 5,038,110 62,44,144 6,706,150 ° 1,52,184 18,351,444 
ia Tocrense de $9 increased eee 
Decrease * traftlo ant traffic being specially good ‘year, 
te) geen a wails of ballast trains run on open line. me 
@) ited figures up to week ending 2ist July 1900, | 
te) sw G:0s8 mallee of ballagh wwaine varies: open tind 
SEGOWLIE-RAKSAUL BRANCH RAILWAY. 
(Worxep sy tae B. & N.~W. Rattway.) 
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CoacKiNG TRAvPIO, ea ES ann eeay , : ‘TRAvPIC TRAIN-MILRS RU. 


‘Total for 11 weeks 
ComPanison, 
‘Total for corresponding week 
_ previous year on "Suites open wv * 
Per mile of "all oy teste 








ASSAM-BENGAL RAILWAY. 


additimal 39 miles for goods and parcels traffie only. 
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TRAPPIC TRAIN-MILES RUS, 







Approximate Return of Traffic for the teok ended Sth September 1900'0n 397 miles open for all descriptions of traffie and an 











otal traffic for the week =... 70 0 18,768 0) 13,811 0 0 429 0 0| 27187 0 0 8, 
perme of ‘Ot half: bad “aie 3108 0-08 65°20 288 fs 
ua 
FOL, eeu pag Die 1,20,866 0 0 | — 20,00,602 0 | 1,18,000 0 0| 7831 0 0| 241,80 0 0 77,083 | 107,109 
Total for 10 weeks ...|___ 287,576 | 1,33,981 0 0| 29,79,400 0 1,27,471 0 0| 6,200 0 0| 209,012 0 0 86,517 | 110,088 
CoMPARIGON. 
Total for corresponding week 
YAN sesh <sym 19,098 | 11,939 0 0/ —2,87,280 0| 18,800 0 0 254 0 0) 25,093 0 0 7,020 | 11,073 
Per mile of rail correspond. 
ra Stprevious gear 78 30°15 559°51 82°55 060 63°30 18°63 26°64 
year a 212,247 | 1,293,043 0 0]  24,40,096 0 | 1,93,253 0 0] 6,708 0 0 | 9,58,006 0 0 74,508 | 100,888 








* Includes audited figures for week ended 28th July 1900, 


" FINANCIAL YEAR. 
Approximate Statement of Gross Receipts of the Assam-Bengal Railway. 


oral RECHIPTS PROM 
IsT APRIL 1899 TO 
9TH SEPTEMBER 1890, Total 


TOTAL RECEIPTS PROM 
1st APRIL 1900 TO 
SH SEPTEMBER 1900, 


RECEIPTS FOR WERK ENDING 
8TH SEPTEMBER 1900, 


RUCEIPTS YOR WERK ENDING 
Orn SEPTEMBER 1899, 
































aleage’|-*" Reoeipta tio. febgewe | maodipla. “| Site: [tatengal ‘Total reeidpte, |’ Oe. katleete Potaa receipée, | tb : 
mi le m le imi mile recei 
worked. orked. worked, worked. worker =! | worked, as worked. 
































Rs. 
we Bo RS 

DARJEKLING-HIMALAYAN RAILWAY OOMPANY, LIMITED. 
eo. bP 
Approximate earnings for the week ending 15th September 1900 .,, oe 11,980 0 0 
Ditto for the corresponding period of 1899 ooo aoe wo 17,850 0 O 
Decrease... owe oe oe oe oe 6,870 0 0 
Receipts per mile for the week ending 15th September 1900 ve od 23414 6 
Ditto for the corresponding period of 1899 jw na see 860 0 0 
Decrease 4. oe ws o ony we 016.2 7 
Receipts from Ist July to 15th September 1900 oon oe «. =1,40,877 0 0 
Ditto for the correspc nding period of 1899 vos oe ww = 1,46,425 0 0 
—_—. 
Decrease wy on oy ow a oe 4,548 0 0 
————a 


Norg.—The decrease is mainly in upward and downward passenger traffic. 
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RESOLUTION ON THE REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF LAND 
RECORDS AND AGRICULTURE, BENGAL, FOR THE YEAR 1899-1900, 


REVENUE DEPAKTMENT—AGRICULTURE, 
Dated Darjeeling, the 27th September 1900. 
RESOLUTION—No. 1884T.R, 


Reap— 
The Report of the Department of Land Records and Agriculture, Bengal, for the 
year 1899-1900, 
Letter No. 978A., dated 15th August 1900, from the Board of Revenue, submitting 
the Report with their remarks. 


Read again— 
Resolution on the same Report for 1898-99. 
Mr. P. ©. Lyon was in charge of the Department throughout the year, 


except for a period of two months and twelve days, when he was on ye 
leave, and Mr. 8. L. Maddox acted for him, Messrs. Nogendra Nath Banerjee 
and Dejen Lala Roy were his Assistants during the year. The report was 
submitted on the fixed date. 

2. Land Records Establishment—Registration of mutations under the Land 
Records Maintenance Act, 111 (B.C.) of 1895.—The number of mutation offices 
under the Act was the same as in the previous year, viz., one at Bettiah 
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in Champaran and two at Hajipur and Mahnar in Muzaffarpur. No new 
offices have been opened, nor has the Act been extended to other areas. The 
statistics furnished show that mutation work in these offices has considerably 
fallen off, and the unanimous conclusion at which the officers have arrived is 
that the Act has failed in its object. The reports of the Board about the 
maintenance of the records prepared in the recent survey-settlement operations 
in the three great circles of North Bihar, Chittagong, and Orissa have now been 
completed and received. 

3. In the three mutation offices mentioned above, owt of the total number 
of notices for registration filed during the year, only 1,286 were voluntary 
presentations by the parties under section 6 of the Act. The figures for the 
immediately preceding years were 2,061, 4,063, and 4,287, respectively, and 
this pres falling of is a sure indication of the unwillingness of the tenants 
to utilise the procedure afforded by the Act. 

4. The number of holdings in which changes liable to ee pe 
annually occur has been estimated at from 8 to 10 per cent., but the namber of 
such changes which have been actually registered on the initiative of the 
Registrar and of the parties combined bas been in the last four years in Bettiah 
thana 2°22, 2.09, ‘56, and ‘47, and in Hajipur, including Mahnar, 1°76, 3°37, 
3°25, and 1°35, respectively. Thus the number of registrations besides, being 
far below the recognised standard, are continuously diminishing, especially 
under the head of ‘‘ Succession,” where they depend on the initiative of the 
parties. In fact the penalties imposed by the Act are inadequate to overcome 
the inertia of the tenants, and the advantages given by registration are clearly 
an insufficient inducement. 

As a matter of course, decrease in work was followed by adecrease in 
income from fees. The receipts from the three offices amounted to Rs. 1,514 
as against an expenditure of Rs, 3,247, and the deficit of Rs. 1,733 had to be 
made good by Government. , 

5. Mutation work in Government and Wards’ Estates—To improve the 
present state of things aud to secure better results in mutation work in these 
estates, District Officers were directed in paragraph 6 of the last year’s 
Resolution to give greater attention to the examination of tenants’ rent-rolls, 
themselves or by their Deputies, during their cold-weather tours, and to sum- 
marise the results of such examination as regards the number of transfers which 
had not been noted in the records or reported by the tahsildars. Less was done 
than the Lieutenant-Governor hoped, but a start was made, and he trusts that 
the Collectors in these districts wil give real help in this important matter. 

As regards the registration of mutations, the best results in Government 
estates were obtained in Backergunge, Jalpaiguri, and Darjeeling, and the worst 
in Noakhali and Gaya, In Wards’ estates.good work appears to have been done 
in Tikari, and there has been a marked improvement in Dakhin Shahbazpur, 
but in Madhupur matters are particularly bad. It.is not easy to frame satisfac- 
tory rules, and it is tedious to make the minute inspections nec for their 
enforcement. Moreover, the raiyats themselves are as a rule apathetic, and 
generally averse to taking the initiative. But efficient management is so closely 
and obviously bound up with a correct jamabandi that the Lieutenant-Governor 
has no alternative but to press again this duty on the Collectors who represent 
the Government or the owners, who are uuder the Court of Wards, in the 
management of these properties, In future reports the results of the enquiries 
nade by the Collectors and their subordinates in accordance with the i in 
the Resolution on the lust year’s report should be given in the form of a tabular. 
statement as an appendix, every district in which inspections were necessary 
being included, whether such were made or not. 

6. Maintenance of Boundary Marks.—In December last the Director of 
Land Records submitted through the Beard, of Revenue a scheme for the main- 
tenance of boundary marks erected in the) course of traverse sutveys made in 
the course of proceedings under Chapter X of the Bengal Tenancy Act, and 
towards the close of the year orders have been passed directing that— 

(1) ie? a boimace marks should be maintained, save where a. disputed 
undary has been laid down, in which case these marks should 
also be maintained ; ig 


. 
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(2) that the duty of inspecting and reporting the marks should be done 
by village cbeadehl si and 


(8) that trijunction marks should be serially numbered for each thana 
and a list kept in each thuna, 


Considerable attention appears to have been given in many districts to the 
inspection of boundary marks in Government and Wards’ estates, and, judging 
from the resumé of the reports received by the Director, the need of a regular 
system which will be ensured Lg the contemplated rules is plainly manifest. 
In future years the state of the boundary marks should be given in the form 
of a tabular statement appended to the report, every district in which there are 
boundary marks being mentioned, and special care being taken to show what 
was done during the year with reference to what had to be done. 

The damage yearly done in Angul to boundary marks is phenomenal. 
No reason for this is given, and the Director will be good enough to submit a 
separate report on this matter showing the reasons for such a state of affairs 
and the remedics he can suggest for effecting an improvement. 


7. Utilisation of Land Records.—The report of the Director has sum- 
marised the various direetions in which the use of the cadastral surveys and the 
settlement records is being extended, and he rightly emphasises their value to 
local officers in substituting exact information for the vague general estimates 
which alone are attainable without them, especially in that most important 
part of a District Officer’s duty, the settlement of land disputes, and the 

revention of riots. For census purposes they promise to be specially useful. 
he Director does not one whit exaggerate their value. 

8. Scientific and National Enquiry under Imperial control.—It is satisfactory 
to note that there has been no- rectudescence of the betelnut plague in East 
Bengal during the year, and that thorough enquiries are being made into the 
prevalence of -disease in sugarcane. It is still too early to pronounce any 
definite opinion on the effect of the passing of Act XIV of 1899, imposing a 
countervailing duty upon bounty-fed sugars imported from abroad, upon the 
sugar-refining iodasty of this Province. Little progress has been made in the 
investigation into the methods of reclaiming the usar wastes in Bihar. 

9. Working of the Civil Veterinary Department.—A separate Resolution has 
already been recorded on the subject. 

10, Luperimental Farms.—The three farms maintained by the Depart- 
ment are those at Sibpur, Burdwan, aud Dumraon: the one at Sibpur is a 
comparatively small one, and since the establishment of the agricultural classes 
at the Sibpur Engineering College, it is mainly utilised for the practical 
training of the agricultural students. Financially, the farm was worked at a 
loss of Rs, 2,707 as against Rs. 1,293 of the previous year. The great fall 
in the receipts from Rs. 1,205 in 1898-99 to Res. 745 during the year under 
review is ascribed to the failure of many of the erops grown in the farm. The 
results of the enquiry now being made by the Director into the causes of this 
failure should be reported. At the Burdwan and Dumraon farms the opera- 
tions carried on differed little from those of previous years, the most practically 
successful being the ratooning of Khari sugarcane, the use of green manuring 
for certain crops, and the introduction of such crops as jute and potatoes in 
tracts where ihey have not been hitherto sown. Some attempts in the selection 
of seed were made, and the continued use each year of only the best seed ought 
to produce interesting results. Financially, these two farms were worked at 
less cost than in the previous year without loss of efficiency. There was no 
ee fall in receipts as regards the Burdwan farm; but in Dumraon 

ey decreased from Rs, 941 to Rs, 736, due'to the gréat damage done to all 
the rabi crops by the hail of January last, 

11. ith a view to a better understanding of the value of the experiments 
that are yearly made in experimental farms, His Honour would be glad if the 
Director would, in future, when narrating what has been done, iscuss, for 
such. of the experiments as will admit of the treatment, their financial results, in 
order that: it be seen whether there is any probability of their being 
adopted by tho. alideny raiyat. 


R . 
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12, Agricultural Experiments in Government, Wards’ and Private Estates.— 
The function of these experiments has been well expressed in the following 
extract from the Director’s report :— 

Mr. Wheeler, Collector of Darbhanga, makes some pertinent Temarks as to the scope 
of such experiments, and points out that they cannot be su rvised with sufficient care to 
render any comparison of the effects of different manures or o! different systems of cultiya- 
tion of much value He suggests that all that should be aimed at is the demonstration 
of the value of certain new crops or new varieties of old. crops, which have already been 
successfully grown in our farms~ or elsewhere, Mr. Wheeler has rightly interpreted 
the aims of the Department in his remarks. It is impossible for the Managers of Govern- 
ment or Wards’ estates to carry out exact and difficult experiments, and we are only anxious 
that they should assist in the introduction of suitable new crops, and of suitable new 
varioties of old crops, such as paddy, jute, wheat, and the lke. While they are almost 
bound to fail in obtaining any information of real value from original experiments, they 
can utilise such information as can be made available to them through this Department 
in selecting and cultivating new crops and demonstrating their value to the raiyats of their 
estates. 


When it has been demonstrated that a particular crop is suited for the soil 
of the locality, its cultivation should be persisted in, until the neighbouring 
cultivators have satisfied themselves of its profitable character. The gradual 
adoption of the crop as one of the staple products of the local agriculture is the 
ultimate reward of these efforts. It is reported that in the Government estates 
in Angul, Midnapore, and Jaipur, and in the Wards’ estates of Rangpur some 
success has been obtained, and in Chittagong, Backergunge, Purnea and the 
Tikari Raj laudable efforts are being made. ; sles g's : 

Last year the Lieutenant Governor observed with satisfaction the private 
efforts in this direction that were being made, and he has in the present report 
read with pleasure the appreciative remarks of the Director on the experiments 
made by Babu Chara Krishna Mazumdar, Zamindar of Islampur in Marshid- 
abad, and Babu Ishwar Chandra Guha, of Jamalpur in Mymensingh, 

13. Sericulture—The work of the Silk Committee, whose duties are 
confined to the districts of Malda, Birbhum, and Murshidabad, has continued to 
meet with the most gratifying success, The work of teaching progressed rapidly 
under the Superintendent, Babu A,.K. Ghose, and the number of rearers 
taught and turned out rose from 31 in 1898-99 to 47 in Malda, from 18 to 25 in 
Birbhum, and from 8 to 34 in Murshidabad. Many rearers learnt the use of the 
microscope thoroughly. ‘The use of selected seed and of the various remedies 
advocated by the Committee increased rapidly; and the results in a larger 
outturn of a superior quality of silk were notable. Financiully, also, there is 
strong evidence of the practical value of the work which is being done by the 
Committee. In the previous year there was a deficit of Rs. 772; this year 
there has been a credit balance of Rs. 1,049 at - close of the year, the receipts 
amounting to Rs, 9,718 and the expenditure to Rs. 8,669. 

The Rajshahi Diamond Jubilee Industrial School also made satisfactory 
progress in sericultural work during the year under review. There was a steady 
rise in the number of pupils taught—from 38 in the previous year to 54, of 
whom nearly a third are Muhmmadans. The students were sent out from time 
to time to help the villagers in the scientific selection of seed and in stopping 
outbreaks of disease. The grant of Rs. 2,000 made by the Government of India 
for some suitable work of agricultural improvement has been utilised in the 
erection of a masonry building to be used as a special seed-house, The 
Director of Land Records has written very highly of the continued excellent 
work of the Honorary Secretary, Bubu A. K, Maitra, 3.u., to which. reference 
was made in last year’s Resolution. 

The Lieutenant-Governor has read the Directors remarks on sericulture 
with great pleasure; fér he finds in them a record of practical work which 
has already achieved considorable success, and which promises a wide and 
valuable development of a purely indigenous industry. : 

14, Sibpur Agriculturaty Classes.—These elasses were first opened in June 
1898, and after a year’s theoretical training the pupils were drafted off to 
various Government and Wards’ estates for practical zamindari training. 
Then they were examined, and on the results of that examination appoint- 
ments are being made in the Provincial, Executive and Subordinate Civil - 





Services. It is hoped that such pupils as have been unsuccessful in obtaining 
Government appointments will find employment on private estates. The 
Lieutenant-Governor will watch the career of these pupils with interest, to see 
to what extent they ea up and apply the agricultural knowledge they have 
acquired ; for in establishing these 2 he has no intention of merely 
affording another and easier avenue to the ordinary public service. The 
proposal to extend the theoretical courge from one to two years is approved. 
"15. Fairs and Exhibitions —Altogether 14 agricultural fairs and shows 
i , were held at the places noted in the margin during 
sohenpey ie. Feabum the year,-the two new ones being the Vishnupur 
Sori in Birbhum, yeu . Isr “fete + gee 
Cnlcutta, : Industrial and Agricultural Exhibition in the district 
on in Darjeeling, of Bankura and the Calcutta Industrial Exhibition, 
Falakata } in Jalpaiguri. the former of which received a Government 
pfs Pada a grant of Rs. 100 and the latter Rs, 150. The 
Sede a ta eee. total. wuth + in these nts amounted to 
pur oom gra - 
Berapur in Shahabad. Rs. 1,900 as against Rs, 1,675 in the preceding 
Madhipur. fag ¢ sonthay Year. The Alipur and Falakata fairs are, pro- 
Porganas. erly speaking, not agricultural shows, but are 
agg eadsop Ne eRe ept up for political reasons, having for their object 
nig : the encouragement of trade between Bhutan and 
the plains. They were not successful this year, although they received the 
usual subsidy of Rs. 500 from Government. The remaining fairs are more 
or less cattle and horse shows, with the exception of those at Madhupur and 
Cuttack, where flowers, vegetables, and garden fruits have been exhibited. 
The Kalimpong and Suri fairs were very successful and afford much benefit to 
the people concerned. a ; 

16. Cost of Agricultural Ezxperiments.—The cost to Government for 
agriculture experiments and miscellaneous enquiries conducted under the direct 
supervision of the Department has been Rs. 6,577 as against Rs. 6,156 in the 
preceding year. 

17» Merits of  Oficers—The Lieutenant-Governor cordially thanks 
Mr. P, C. Lyon for the diligent and interested care he has given to the 
reveral branches of the De ent, The commendations bestowed by him 
on his Assistant Director, Mr, N,N. Banerjee, and on his Personal Assistant, 
Mr. Rowland Nagendra Lal Chandra, have been noted. The Lieutenant- 
Governor was much struck with the careful and accurate work of Mr. Banerjee 
on the Burdwan farm, and has since selected him for the charge of: the 
* Hutwa farm—a well-deserved promotion, 4 

Orver.—Ordered that the Resolution be published in the Calcutta Gazette, 
and that a copy of it, together with a copy of the Report and of the forward- 
ing letter from the Board of Revenue, submitted to the Government of 
India in the Revenue and Agricultural Department. 


BE Seens9e ser 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


F, A. SLACKE, 
Secretary to the Govt, of Bengal, 





FINAL REPORT ON THE JUTE OROP FOR SEASON 
1900. 
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Tue following is published for general information, 


Revenve Depr., _. F..A. Siacks, 
The 27 th September 1900, - Secy. to the Govt. of Bengat. 





DEPARTMENT OF LAND RECORDS AND 
AGRICULTURE, BENGAL, 


Final Report on the Jute Orop for season 1900. 


Explanatory.—The first forecast of the jute crop for the 
season 1900, which was published on the 27th of June last, 
gave a preliminary review of -the eondition of the crop up 
to the middle of that month, The present report contains 
approximate estimates of the area and outturn of the crop 
up to the middle of September. Almost the whole of the 
jute crop of Bengal is grown in the 26 districts from which 
returns are received by this Department. 

2. Character of the soaton.—A sketch of the general 
character of the rainfall in the earlier months of the year 
was given in the preliminary forecast.” There was some 
deficiency of ram in March’ and April, which prejudicially 
affected sowings in afew places, In May and the first 
fortnight of June, the rainfall was also light, but good rain 
later on in the latter month greatly improved the See eg of 
the crop. In July there was heavy rain in most of the jute- 
growing districts, in some of » the fall being oxees- 
sive, but this was succeeded by a partial drought in August, 
which, combined, wath a want; of flood-water from the rivers, 
hampered steeping operations in North and East Ben al, 
and ina fow eases diminished the outturn. Fair rain as 
fallen during the first half of September, but it has come 
almost too late to have much effect on the outturn of the 
crop. 

3. Area cultivated—tIt was shewn in the preliminary 
forecast, that, me the area under jute was rapidly 
recovering from the low figure to which it fell in 1898, 
it had not yet reached the normal figure, and was still: 
smaller than the areas cultivated in the years from 1898 


. 





to 1897. Further enquiries made since the issue of the 
first forecast have disclosed some additions to the area then 
reported, but it would appear that the impetus given to 
extension by the high prices of 1899 has been checked by 
the rise in the price of rice. The total area now under 
jute is 2,043,400 acres, as ips ema with a normal area 
of 2,164,400 acres and areas of 1,624,400 acres in 1898 and 
1,961,400 acres in 1899. 

4, Character of the crop.—Up to the date of the issue 
of the preliminary forecast, the prospects of the erop were 
very fair, and in spite of the deficient rainfall of April Jast, 
a normal outturn was looked for from the area sown, The 
weather in July tended to improve these prospects, and at 
one time it looked as if something like a bumper harvest 
might be expected from that area. The break inthe rains in 
August, however, and the want of flood water in that month, 
had a prejudicial effect, aud the returns from the districts 
shew that this variable weather has affected the outturn in 
diflerent ways in different districts, the rainfall having 
been most unevenly distributed. ‘Thus while ten districts 
antidipate a slightly better outturn than they looked for in 
June, twelve districts expect a smaller outturn, and in four ° 
districts only is the estimate unchanged. While prospects 
have improved in the important districts of Mymensingh 
and Tippera, they have deteriorated in Rangpur, Dated and 
Faridpur. The reduction made in the estimate for Faridpur 
appears to me, however, to be excessive, and I also have 
doubts as tothe small outturn. reported from Jessore and 
Pabna, The average estimate of the outturn compiled from 
the returns as nowreceived amounts to about 93 per cent. The 
imports of jute into Calcutta during the past two months have 
been fairly heavy, and there does not seem to be any ground 
for supposing that they will fall off so rapidly in’ October 
and pte’ as they did last pm I am accordingly 
inclined to think that the effect of the recent break in the 
rains has been slightly over-estimated, and anticipate a 97 
per cent. crop in the slightly contracted area sown this year. 
This area being less than the normal area, my estimate of 
the gross outturn given below is, of course, lower than my 
estimate of the probable outturn in the area actually sown. 

5, Gross outturn.—It is estimated that, in a normal year, 
the average outturn of jute amounts to three bales per ‘acre. 
On the normal area as now shewn, this would amount to 
about 65 lacs of bales, as the outturn of a 16-anna or normal 
crop. It may be anticipate that the present crop will give 
an outturn of about 60 lacs of bales, as compared with an 
estimate of 61 lacs of bales in the first forecast. This 





represents about 92 per cent, of a normal outturn or what 
would ordinarily be termed a fifteen-anna roe. 

6, General.—The information upon which this forecast 
is based has been compiled with special care by District 
Officers in the present year, but the area from which figures 
have to he obtained is a very large one, and it is difficult to 
secure accuracy in them. The aboye estimate is only a 
rough one, and the returns received from all the districts are 
appended in order that those who are interested in the jute 
trade may examine them for themselves, _ 


P, CO, LYON, 
Director of Land Records and 
Agriculture, Bengal, 
Catourta, 
The 20th September 1900. 
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PRELIMINARY FORECAST OF THE BHADOI CROPS 
OF BENGAL FOR THE YEAR 1900. 


Tur following is published for general information. 


F. A. Sracke, 
The 29th October 1900, Secy. to the Govt, of Bengal. 


DEPARTMENT OF LAND RECORDS AND 
AGRICULTURE, BENGAL. 


Preliminary Forecast of the Bhadoi Crops of Bengal for the 
year 1900, 


Explanatory.—This report includes all kinds of bhadot 
crops, both food crops, such as aws paddy, maize and cereals, 
and non-food crops, such as jute, indigo and cotton, for 
which separate notes are issued by this Department. 

The character of the season—The character of the 
season has not been altogether favourable to the bhadoi 
crops of the Province. The first half of April was com- 
paratively dry, while showers, more or less general, fell during 
the remainder of the month. ‘The total fall was deficient 
in the Eastern and Northern districts, and was considerably 
in excess in South-West Bengal and in the Chota Nagpur 
Division. In May the rainfall was more general than usual 
in the Central and Western districts, but as the falls were 
rarely heavy, the total fall for the month was every- 
where below the normal, the defect in Mast Bengal being as 
much as 8°85 inches. ‘The fall in June was fairly general | 
and continuous in the east of the Province, but in the 
Central and Western districts it was much interrupted, 
although not deficient on the whole. In other parts of the 
Province, it was somewhat in defect, The fallin July was 
more evenly distributed and was fairly continuous over the 

ter part of the Province. In North and East Bengal, 
it was considerably above the normal, but it was more or 
less in defect in other parts of the Province, Chota Nagpur 
being the worst with a deficiency of 5-34 inches, In August 
again the rainfall was not‘evenly distributed and was more or 
less in defect everywhere, except in Orissa and the adjacent 
districts, which reeeived 8°85 inches above the normal. 
In the present month, however, rain has been more copious 
and general all over the Province, and has enabled the later 





bhadoi crops to recover somewhat from the previous drought. 
On the whole, the rainfall has been insufficient and badly 
distributed, but has not failed so badly as to seriously 
jeopardise the prospects of any of these crops. 

Area sown.—Since the submission of the last year’s 
Final Report on these crops, the District Officers of Dar- 
jeeling, Tippera, Darbhanga, Angul, and Singhbhum have 
revised the estimates of normal cultivated areas (column 3 
of the Appendix) of their districts, in consequence of which 
the provincial total of cultivated area now stands at 
57,374,700 acres as against 57,466,500 acres shown’in the 
Final Forecast of 1899. The normal areas under the bhadot 
crops (column 5 of the Appendix) have also been revised by the 
District Officers of Midnapore, Rajshahi, Jalpaiguri, Dacca, 
Tippera, and Ranchi, with the result that the total normal 
area of the Province under these crops now stands at 
16,395,700 acres against 16,495,000 acres reported last year, 
It is obvious, however, that the areas returned under this 
head are still too high in many cases and frequently represent 
a maximum rather than the normal area. The figures of 
areas under actual cultivation in Jhadoi crops last year 
(column 6 of the Appendix) have also been revised by some 
District Officers, and this has raised the estimated total 
area under bhadoi crops in 1899 from 15,584,000 acres to 
15,596,800 acres. According to the district estimates, the 
total area under the different kinds of bhadot crops this year 
is 15,786,200 acres as against the revised estimate of 
15,596,800 acres of last year. The increase of 189,400 
acres is partly accounted for by the fact that a much greater 
area has been put under Indian-corn this year, last year’s 
season having. been especially unfavourable for this crop. 
The decrease of 96,500 acres in the area under bhadoi paddy 
is due to some paddy lands having been planted with jute 
this year, owing to the high prices prevailing in the jute 
market during the past twelve months. ‘ 

The outturn.—Taking all the bhadoi crops together, it 
will be seen from the Appendix appended to this note, that out 
of the 45 districts in the Province, only 4 (Saran, Hazari- 
bagh, Manbhum and 24-Parganas) anticipate an outturn above 
the normal, while 4 others (Dinajpur, Malda, Angul and 
Ranchi) expect a normal outturn, In eleven districts the out- 
turn is expected to be 90 per cent. or between 90 and 100 per 
cent., while in 12 others it is expected to be between 80 and 90 
per cont, Ten districts have returned an estimated outturn 
of between 70 and 80 per cent. and the rest forecast an out- 
turn varying between 60 and 70 per cent. of a normal crop. 





The District Officers’ estimates show an outturn of 88 per 
cent. of a normal crop as compared with a 67 per cent. as 


finally estimated last year. 

The outturn of these crops has been clearly under- 
estimated in several districts, and I anticipate that an out- 
turn of 92 per cent. for all the thadoi crops taken together 
will in all probability be harvested. 


G. C. Durr, 


Assistant Director of the Department of Land Records 
and Agriculture, Bengal. 





(Countersigned.) 
P. C, LYON, 


Director of the Depariment of Land Records 
and Agriculture, Bengal. 


e 


Catcurra, = so 
The 20th September 1900. 





Pruliabiany -Poreouat of Bhadoi Orops, 1900. 
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